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T APPEARS to be true, though so far as we know the subject has not been adequately investigated, that research libraries in this country have long been more receptive to foreign language titles and have spent a larger proportion of their total resources upon the acquisition of such titles than comparable institutions abroad.
Such an attitude has doubtless been made possible by our comparative wealth and, in more recent years, by our freedom from crippling exchange restrictions; but let us hope that it has arisen in some degree from cur breadth of mind, from the sanity of our international outlook, and from a very proper disposition to pursue knowledge and the arts wherever the quest may lead without regard to the language in which they may find expression. More recently our interest in foreign importations has doubtless also been stimulated by a haunting fear that the records of civilization are in danger of destruction abroad and by a perhaps unjustified hope that they will somehow be more secure when brought within our borders.
In any case it is a fact of common knowledge that the organized research li- 
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ognize that such statistics as we have been using can take little or no account of qualitative factors.
We turn now from a study of our data as a whole to an examination of subject coverage for certain particular fields. Our sample is perhaps too small to justify a subject breakdown (this is surely the case for certain fields where we have a very meager representation) ; but again it must 
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be noted that our study is preliminary and experimental; and though our findings will doubtless be modified by later and more comprehensive investigations, we still believe that as a first assay they have some value.
As just indicated, we have omitted from consideration fields for which the total number of items in our sample was very small (less than four to be exact), namely general reference and bibliography, phi- What part has the Farmington Plan played in subject field coverage in this initial phase of its operation? As judged by our sample, it must be remarked that while it accounted for one-half or more of the titles in music, law, economics, religion, fine arts, and political science, it accounted for less than half in belles-lettres, history, natural sciences, philosophy, and medicine. But once more it must be noted that our study is at the beginning of its operation, and we have no doubt that by now, in its second year, a much more adequate coverage is being achieved, at least for the three countries in which it was first established, and that non-duplicating importations outside the plan must inevitably decline.
It will perhaps be of interest to note institutional coverage with respect to some of the foregoing subject fields. As was to be expected, the greatest dispersal is found It is, of course, an unsound practice to judge the importance of books by their size.
Nevertheless, we think it may be some interest to note that of the 21 titles in our sample for which we found no American location, three were volumes of more than 300 pages, seven were less than 300 pages but more than 100, and 11 were of less than 100 pages.
Let us now in conclusion glance briefly 
